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Jana Cohen Barbe 

BOARD EXPERIENCE 

INVITATION HOMES, INC.  (NYSE: INVH) - November 2018 to Present 

$21.7B Enterprise Value/$12.1B Market Cap  - Largest single family home rental company operating 80,000 single 

family homes across 17 markets.  Merged with Starwood Waypoint Homes in November 2017.  Member of Audit 

and Compensation Committees.  

DENTONS US, LLP  

Global Board Member (2010 -January, 2017) and Global Vice Chair (2015 -January 2017) 

Member of Global Board from the inception of Dentons and the initial combination of Sonnenschein 

Nath & Rosenthal and Denton Wilde Sapte in 2010 through 2016.  Leadership role in transforming 650-

attorney U.S. law firm into an international legal business comprised of more than 9000 attorneys and 

more than 15,000 employees.  Authored and implemented policies on senior management compensation 

world-wide. Recognized for judgment addressing complex management challenges and navigation of 

board room and cross-cultural dynamics, particularly as the first and only woman member of the Global 

Board and the first woman appointed to a global leadership position (Global Vice Chair 2015).   

U.S. Board Member (2006 - January, 2017) 

One of the longest serving members of the US governance body. Authored and implemented US 

policies and procedures for US management compensation.   

CATALYST, INC. (September 2017-Current) 

Commencing January 2020, Chairman Board of Advisors, Catalyst, Inc.  Leading nonprofit 

organization seeking to advance women in the workplace known for its pioneering research on the 

challenges and opportunities for women at work.   

THRESHOLDS (1990 – Current) 

Board Member and past President of prominent Board of Directors comprised of Chicago business and 

community leaders.  Led the Board through an extensive strategic planning process; deeply involved in 

comprehensive budgetary planning (for budget in excess of $80 Million), executive compensation, crisis 

management, membership composition and fundraising for Illinois’ oldest and largest provider of 

supportive services and housing for individuals with mental illnesses.   

mailto:skaminski@directwomen.org
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EXECUTIVE EXPERIENCE 

 

HENLEY FARMS (2012  - Current) 

CEO and co-owner of family thoroughbred breeding and horse racing business, and working farm, with 

oversight of bloodstock, breeding, sales, partnerships, and investments, as well as budgeting and 

planning.  Member of Thoroughbred Club of America. 

 

DENTONS (1995 - Current) 

Real Estate Group Practice Chair (2002-2012) 

Led one of the Firm's most successful practice groups for a decade.  P&L responsibility.  Increased 

group revenue by approximately 18%. 

Financial Institutions Industry Sector Chair (2010 - 2012) 

First Global Chair of the Financial Institutions Industry Sector, the largest in the Firm comprised of over 

500 lawyers.  Drove business development integration and growth of multiple diverse practices and 

regions serving the financial sector including practices based in the US, UK, Europe, the Middle East 

and Asia. 

Partner (1998 – Current) 

Leading practitioner and revenue generator in real estate business and law with a special emphasis on 

highly sophisticated tax advantaged investing and restructurings for some of the world's largest financial 

institutions.  Among Firm's top rainmakers for more than a decade. Significant experience in 

partnerships and joint ventures where financial institutions are a party.  Personally closed, on behalf of 

clients, in excess of $5 billion in tax oriented investments.    

 

RECOGNITIONS 

• Recipient of Linkage's 2017 Women in Leadership Executive Impact Award, recognizing commitment to 

advancing women in leadership 

• Member of and contributor to Fortune magazine's "MPW Insiders" - a network of business leaders from 

Fortune's Most Powerful Women community 

• Presenter at Harvard Business School’s Dynamic Women in Business Conference on “How Top Female 

Executives Navigate Regional Differences”  

• Member of The Chicago Network comprised of Chicago's senior women leaders 

 

EDUCATION 

Executive Education/Stanford Graduate School of Business Director’s Consortium, 2019 

J.D. University of Chicago Law School, 1987 

B.A. with Honors in Art History, Northwestern University, 1984  




