
KAREN COTTLE 
 

Sidley Austin      2013-Present 
Senior Counsel providing consulting services to grow firm presence in San Francisco Bay Area. 

Adobe Systems Incorporated 2002-2012 
Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary 
 General Counsel of $4.2 billion global software company.
 Member of the senior management team, involved in all aspects of company business including

global operations, business and product strategy, financial management, M&A, executive
compensation and human resource matters.

 Managed global legal function with a team of 130, responsible for all legal matters including
intellectual property, licensing, product support, securities, compliance, litigation, privacy, public
policy and anti-piracy enforcement.

 Secretary to Board of Directors, engaged in Board matters and corporate governance.

Vitria Technology, Inc. 2000-2002 
General Counsel 
 First General Counsel of public software company.
 Member of senior management team; responsible for all legal issues for company; built internal

legal group and processes responsive to rapid growth of company.
 Actively involved in international expansion of company.
 Secretary to Board of Directors, engaged in Board matters and corporate governance.

Raychem Corporation 1986-1999 
A $1.9 billion NYSE global manufacturing company supplying high performance materials based on 
proprietary technologies to the industrial, telecommunications, electronics, automotive, aerospace and 
defense industries.  Company acquired in 1999. 

Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary 1996-1999 
 Managed legal and intellectual property operations worldwide.
 Member of senior management team, reporting to the CEO, engaged in all aspects of worldwide

management including ongoing operations, financial and strategic planning, M&A, human
resources, executive compensation and investor relations.

 Secretary to Board of Directors, engaged in Board matters and corporate governance.

Division Counsel 1986-1996 
 Counsel for Electronics, PolySwitch, Chemelex, and UltraTec Divisions and Corporate Finance.
 Provided legal and business advice relating to general business and corporate issues, securities,

human resources, antitrust, distribution, marketing, product liability, trade secrets, export control
and government contracts.

 Extensive experience managing litigation.
 Significant transactional experience.
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Farella, Braun & Martel, LLP 1978-1986 
Partner and Associate 
 Practiced all aspects of general business litigation and counseling.   
 Experience in securities, minority shareholder, construction, antitrust, partnership, general 

contract and insurance coverage litigation.   
 

United States District Court, Northern District of California 1976-1978 
Law Clerk, Honorable Spencer Williams 
 Law clerk to United States District Court Judge.   
 Assisted Judge with all aspects of federal court litigation, both civil and criminal.  Observed 

numerous trials and other court proceedings. 
 
Education 
 J.D.,  University of California, Berkeley, School of Law (Boalt Hall) 
 B.A., Pomona College 

 
Boards 
 Board Member, Hope Services 

 
Other 
 Member of first class, ABA DirectWomen 
 Top General Counsel Award, Corporate Board Member Magazine 2012 




